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I and my men landed nearer the frigate than the other party.
We neither saw nor heard anybody to oppose us and so set about
stationing our sentinels in order that our parties might co-operate
and safely accomplish our purpose,
I'Yuring the surf, I ordered my boat to draw off a little (p. 14) in
order that we might find it ready for use in case anything happened.
This so done J was about to order out my sentinels on land when we
saw a body of horse come out of the bush. They charged us with
great fury. One, whom 1 took to be the captain, was in the lead.
I and the men who were with me fired on them with our muskets
and supposed thatv/e had killed the leader or some of his men. We
then dropped our muskets and took up our pikes, for the horse gave
us no time to do anything else. At this juncture certain foot opened
lire on us with harquebuses. On the other hand the captain of the
horse, in the vanguard of all his troop, kept after us with such spirit
and followed us so fast and pressed us so hard he drove us into the
water beyond our depth where he killed and wounded some of my
men and me.
After he had several times wounded me with his lance and I had
struck at him with my pike many times, seeking to wound him and
to defend myself against him, this captain finally overpowered me.
After he had taken me he personally delivered me over to certain
soldiers to hold (p. 15) and 1 saw with nxy own eyes that until he had
captured rnc and broken up all my party this man did not pause;
rather,, with much spirit and courage he kept ahead of all, and so he
appeared to me to be a person valorous indeed on occasions such as
this. Inspired by his courage all the rest, both foot and horse,
acquitted themselves very valiantly, and although they were few
in number, such worth and spirit did they show it is my opinion that,
led by so good a captain, they were equal not only to our landing
party but to an even larger one, had it come ashore.
Ever since I have been in Cartagena I have been and am the
prisoner of the aforesaid captain. I have sought information con-
cerning him from certain persons of whom I have enquired his name
and I have learned that he is Captain Antonio de Barrios. Further,
from what I have observed in his house during the time that I have
been his prisoner and from what I have heard from interpreters who
have come to talk with me, I know that he is a man ready to serve
His Majesty and that he merits great favour (p. 16) from His
Majesty.
And this I say not because of the good treatment I have received
in this captain's house and still receive. I am not moved by any such